
Walking Through 

Holy Week 


Getting Started 

Thank you for taking part in the Church at Liberty Park’s Family Devotions for Holy Week! 
Easter is the most important holiday for Christians, but as time has gone by many of us no 
longer understand the true value in observing this weekend’s events. Walking your family 
through these devotions will remind you of the meaning of Holy Week and provide 
opportunities for you to make these days special. 

Each day, read the corresponding devotion. The bold words should be read aloud to the family. 
Everything else is instructions for the leader. Each day includes discussion questions (No ‘Yes’ 
or ‘No’ answers allowed!). For any of the discussions, feel free to improvise or change the 
instructions to make it work for your family. Any videos will be available on the church 
website, www.libertypark.org/holy-week, and on our social media accounts. Finally, as you 
walk through each day, take pictures and post them on social media, #lpholyweek, to share with 
your friends and family the things you’re learning together!  

We pray that your family would draw closer together as you take part in these devotions, but 
even more we pray that you would come to cherish the gift of Jesus Christ! May this Holy Week 
stand out in your family’s memory as a beautiful time of celebration and joy. 

 

http://www.libertypark.org/holy-week
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Monday: The Resurrection and the Life 

Yesterday was Palm Sunday, the day we celebrate Jesus coming into Jerusalem to be crucified and raised 
from the dead. As he rode in, people shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest,” (Matthew 21:9). Hosanna is a Hebrew word that means 
‘Please save us.’ The people of Israel wanted Jesus to raise up an army and strike out against the Roman 
Empire that had been oppressing them for decades, but that wasn’t what Jesus was there to do. Instead 
he was going to Jerusalem knowing he would be arrested, tried, and killed. 

What the Jews that day didn’t understand was that Jesus intended to save them from something more 
insidious than the Roman Empire. He wanted to save them from sin and death. But why should they have 
known that? Didn’t it make sense for them to think he would be a king like all the ones they had before 
that had ruled by the sword? In the story of Lazarus, though, we find one of the places where Jesus tried 
to make it clear that he came for a bigger purpose than political power. 

Have one of your kids give a brief synopsis of the story of Lazarus being raised from the dead. (If they can’t 
remember the details, the story can be found in John 11:1-44.) Have someone read John 11:17-27. 

This is an amazing story because Jesus does the most amazing miracle; he brings someone who had 
already died back to life. Just by doing something so unbelievable, Jesus showed us that he was different. 
He showed us he was God because he had the power to give life. But something Jesus said is just as 
important. Jesus didn’t tell Martha he was going to raise Lazarus. In verse 25 he said ‘I am resurrection 
and life.’ He was saying that if we want to have real life, real freedom, real joy, we have to come to him.  

Discussion Questions: 
- Jesus said that he is resurrection and life. What kinds of things does the world say lead to life, joy, freedom?  
- Why is it hard sometimes to believe that Jesus’ way really is the way to the blessings we desire? 
- Why do you believe Jesus is right when he says, “I am the resurrection and the life”? 

Prayer:  
Thank God that he does offer us life and freedom through Jesus Christ. Ask him to help us truly understand that 
real blessing only comes through Jesus, and to make our choices based on that truth. 

Share It: 
Post a picture of life (your family, a puppy, nature, etc.) and how the joy of life is a reminder of life in Jesus.  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Tuesday: The Gift of Love 

Yesterday we read about how Jesus raised a man from the dead. What was his name? Lazarus. Jesus told 
Lazarus’ sister “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he dies, yet shall he 
live.” Jesus was trying to show them that he could offer them something more than just power and 
freedom from the oppressive Roman Empire. He wants to give his people eternal life with God, who gives 
us every good blessing! Sadly most of the people who were with Jesus still didn’t get it! Even his closest 
disciples were confused. They still thought he was going to raise an army to fight against Rome. But today 
we’re going to read about a woman who did understand what Jesus said. 

Read Matthew 26:6-13. The disciples were upset that this woman “wasted” her perfume on Jesus, claiming 
that it could have been sold and used to help the poor. The fact is that this woman knew something that 
the disciples did not: That Jesus was about to pay the ultimate price for her by dying on the cross. 
Romans 5:8 says, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus 
chose to be rejected, tortured, and killed for those who acted like his enemies. The least she could do was 
sacrifice her expensive perfume for Jesus. The disciples would soon understand that Jesus’ own death was 
not a “waste” but a price that had to be paid in order for all of us to have eternal life. 

Discussion Questions:  
- Why do you think the woman choose to pour her perfume on Jesus instead of selling it and giving the money 
to his ministry? What made this act important to her? 
- What does Jesus mean when he says, “She has done a beautiful thing to me. For you always have the poor 
with you, but you will not always have me.” 
- We don’t have Jesus here with us now, so what gifts can we offer to show love like this woman did? 

Prayer:  
Thank God that the gift he has given to us in Jesus Christ is more valuable and precious than anything else. 

Share It: 
Post a picture of a gift you’re thankful for. These gifts are like Jesus’ gift to us. 
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Wednesday: The Obedient Image 

A few days before he died, Jesus’ enemies were looking for a reason to arrest him. They wanted to charge 
him with a crime, even though he had done nothing wrong, so the Romans would get rid of him for them. 
One day they asked Jesus if he paid taxes to the Roman government. It was a crime to not pay your taxes, 
but it made all the Israelites upset because the Roman government and their leader, Caesar, was treating 
them badly. Jesus’ enemies hoped they could trick him with this question. But listen to what he said. Read 
Luke 20:24-26. Explain that a denarius was a coin that was worth as much as someone could earn working for 
one day.  

Jesus knew what was going on. He knew that the Pharisees wanted to trap him when they asked him this 
question. Jesus definitely upset both the religious leaders and the Roman Empire with his response. He 
told the Jews that they should pay taxes and give to Caesar what was his, but he also urged them to 
realize that they ultimately belonged to God. Their money may have belonged to Caesar, but they were 
created in the image of God the Father. 

Read Genesis 1:26. This verse shows us that from the very beginning, we were created to give all of our 
allegiance to God. Jesus knew this, and would soon show that, even though we cannot obey God 
completely on our own, He could. He died a terrible death on the cross for all of us, at the hands of 
Caesar’s empire, to show us that He was obedient to God (Philippians 2:8). He showed us what it meant to 
be made in the image of God.  

Discussion:  
- What part of God’s image does Jesus’ death on the cross demonstrate to us? What does it tell us about who 
God is? 
- Is there someone that you know that has shown you something about God by the way they obeyed God? 
- What’s something God has asked you to do that shows others something about himself? 

Pray:  
Ask God to remind you that you belong to him. Ask him to help you and your family obey like Jesus did. 

Share It: 
Post a selfie, #inhisimage.  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Thursday: Monday on Thursday? 

Today is a special day we call Maundy Thursday. ‘Maundy’ is a weird word because it’s not really from 
the English language. It’s a mix of English and French based on a Latin word that means 
“commandment.” What is a commandment? When someone tells you something you have to do. This is  
Maundy Thursday because on this day, Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment. Let’s read John 
13:34-35.  

Does that really sound like a new command? No! Loving each other has been important since the 
beginning! In fact there’s a verse near the beginning of the Bible, Leviticus 19:18, where God commanded 
his people “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” He wanted them to treat their neighbors fairly; he 
wanted them to be honest and do the right thing. So what’s different about Jesus’ commandment here? 
Why is it new? 
  
Jesus wanted his disciples to do more than just be nice to each other. He wanted them to serve one 
another, sacrifice for each other, and carry each other’s burdens (Galatians 6:2). Tonight at church, we are 
going to talk about how Jesus washed his disciples feet and why that was such a big deal. And all weekend 
long we’re going to be learning again about how Jesus gave himself up completely to serve us. This new 
commandment means he wants us to be willing to completely give up what we want to serve God and 
others just like he did. That’s hard, but we can follow him because he did it for us first. 

Discussion:  
- When do you find it difficult to show the love of Jesus?  
- How can you remind yourself to love others even when it is hard to do so?  
- God wants us to surrender to Him in order to serve Him completely. Are there any steps you need to take 
today in order to love like Jesus did?  

Prayer:  
Ask God to fill us with love for others like Jesus had. Ask him to give us humility to put others first, and 
wisdom to know how to serve others well. 

Share It: 
Attend the Maundy Thursday service at 6:30. Post a picture of someone serving someone else. 
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Friday: Good? 

Last night we had our Maundy Thursday service at church. Today is another day with a weird name. 
Today is the day Jesus was arrested. He was accused by judges and pronounced guilty, but there was no 
evidence of Jesus’ wrongs; he was absolutely innocent. He was beaten and scorned by the people who had 
praised him just a few days before. They took away his clothes, treated him as a criminal, and shamed 
him. After all this, they nailed him to a cross and killed Jesus. But we call this day “Good Friday.” Read 
the telling of Jesus’ death in John 19:1-36. 

This day can only be called Good because it was part of God’s plan. When Jesus was arrested, God knew 
Jesus would be beaten and murdered. It was still part of God’s plan. Without Jesus’ death on the cross, 
we would be forever separated from God. Our sacrifices or good works could never be enough to wipe 
away our sins. Jesus taking our punishment, however, would save us all. Jesus died so that we wouldn’t 
have to. Read Hebrews 10:14.  

This is the reason it’s called Good Friday. What Jesus suffered was painful and unjust, but he did it so 
that we could live with him forever. Tonight, we will pray for God to open our hearts to his sacrifice for 
us. Without Jesus’ death, we would be separated from his love forever. We will also pray in thankfulness 
for what Jesus did on the cross. Finally, we will seek forgiveness in our prayers. Only through the 
recognition and confession of our sin can we truly understand what Jesus did for us on Good Friday.  

Discussion:  
- Have you ever been accused of doing something but knew you were innocent? How did that feel? 
- Why do you think Jesus had to suffer a painful death on the cross? Why didn’t he just decree that all sins were 
forgiven?  
- Jesus went to extreme lengths to see that our sins were paid for. Do you show that same kind of love, even 
going to extremes to forgive others? 

Prayer:  
Thank God for sending His son to suffer through pain and death so that we can have life. Ask Him to help you 
show the same love and forgiveness Jesus did on the cross. 

Share It: 
Tonight, no posts. Turn off the phone for a while and reflect on how much Jesus must love you to sacrifice the 
way he did. 
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Saturday: What Was This All About? 

Last night was Good Friday, the day Jesus was arrested and put to death. While this was a terrible night 
for Jesus, His disciples had also experienced confusion and fear. Jesus, their leader, their friend, the one 
they thought was God’s chosen savior, had been killed. Many questions swirled in their heads. There was 
also fear in their hearts knowing that Jesus’ enemies might come for them next. They gathered together in 
secret to talk through what had happened the previous day.  

Jesus had tried to show the disciples all his life that he was bringing the Kingdom of God to earth. The 
Kingdom of God was the perfect place God had originally created Earth to be. Where he met hungry 
people, Jesus fed. Where he met sick people, Jesus healed. Where he met sinners, Jesus forgave. These 
things have no place in the Kingdom of God, so Jesus went about defeating them. 

However, the disciples didn’t understand all this yet. Despite what they were feeling on Saturday, we 
know what happened the next day. Tomorrow is Easter Sunday, the day we celebrate when God raised 
Jesus from the dead. This joyous occasion is a reminder that Jesus’ plan didn’t and will never fail. The 
Kingdom he tried to show us was indeed still on its way. We can read what that Kingdom will be like in 
Revelation. Read Revelation 21:1-4. 

God is going to restore creation to how it was before sin messed everything up, and he wants us to be 
there with him. We have hope because Jesus is raised from the dead. The disciples had to wait without 
knowing that. As Saturday wore on, their hope continued to dwindle. Today, we will wait with them in 
anticipation of Jesus’ promise being fulfilled.  

Discussion:  
- Step into the shoes of a disciple for a moment. What questions would you have asked after experiencing Jesus’ 
death?  
- What would it be like to get up tomorrow if you knew there wouldn’t be any pain or difficulty? What would it 
be like at school, work, with your friends and family? 
- If you had to explain the importance of Easter in one sentence to someone who didn’t know about it, what 
would you say?  

Prayer:  
Thank God for the hope we have of his Kingdom coming. Thank him for winning the battle over sin for us. 

Share It: 
Post a picture with someone you love. Together believers are looking forward to “no more sorrow, no more 
pain.” 
 


