
Walking Through Holy Week 

Getting Started 

Thank you for taking part in the Church at Liberty Park’s Family Devotions for Holy Week! 
Easter is the most important holiday for Christians, but as time has gone by many of us no 
longer understand the true value in observing this weekend’s events. Walking your family 
through these devotions will remind you of the meaning of Holy Week and provide 
opportunities for you to make these days special. 

Each day, read the corresponding devotion. The bold words should be read aloud to the family. 
Everything else is instructions for the leader. Some activities will require some materials from 
around the house. The materials for Friday’s activity are included in your pack. For any of the 
activities, though, feel free to improvise or change the instructions to make it work for your 
family. Any videos will be available on the church website, www.libertypark.org/holy-week, 
and on our social media accounts. Finally, as you walk through each day, take pictures and post 
them on social media, #lpholyweek, to share with your friends and family the fun things you’re 
learning together!  

We pray that your family would draw closer together as you take part in these devotions, but 
even more we pray that you would come to cherish the gift of Jesus Christ! May this Holy Week 
stand out in your family’s memory as a beautiful time of celebration and joy.



Walking Through Holy Week 

Monday: The Resurrection and the Life 

Yesterday was Palm Sunday. It’s a day we celebrate Jesus coming into 
Jerusalem to be crucified and raised from the dead. Do you remember 
what the people shouted as they waived palm branches as Jesus rode 
by? “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest,” (Matthew 21:9).  

Hosanna means ‘Please save us!’ They wanted Jesus to be their new 
king and to lead their army against the Roman Empire so they could 
free again. But that’s not what Jesus was there to do, right? What was 
going to happen to Jesus in just a few days? He was going to be arrested 
and killed.  

The Jews in Jerusalem that day didn’t understand what Jesus wanted 
to do for them. He wanted to save them, but not from the Roman 
Empire. He wanted to save them from sin and death. But how could 
they have known that? Today we’re going to talk about an important 
story from the book of John. It’s about a friend of Jesus’ named 
Lazarus. When we read his story, we find one of the places where 
Jesus tried to explain how he was going to save God’s people. 

Depending on the age of your children, find a way to tell the story of Jesus 
raising Lazarus from the dead. It can be found in John 11:1-44. Because 
it’s a long story, take turns with different members of your family reading 
a few verses each. For younger children, storybook Bibles like The 
Beginner’s Bible tell the story well. Another great option is to watch this 5 
minute cartoon version of the story (www.libertypark.org/holy-week). 

This is an amazing story because Jesus does the most amazing 
miracle; he brings someone who had already died back to life!  



Just by doing something so unbelievable, Jesus showed us that he was 
different. He showed us he was God 
because he had the power to give life. 
But something Jesus said is just as 
important. Someone read John 
11:21-27. Jesus didn’t tell Martha he 
was going to raise Lazarus. He said ‘I 
am resurrection and life.’ He was 
telling us that if we want to live, we 
have to come to him.  

Since Adam and Eve first sinned in the 
Garden of Eden (Genesis 3) people 
have been separated from God. That’s 
such bad news because God is the 
source of everything good and everything we need, even our life! If 
we’re separated from him forever, we might as well just die now. How 
terrible! But God sent Jesus to die so we wouldn’t have to be 
separated from him anymore. He wants us to have every good blessing 
we could ever need, and Jesus was going to make that happen for us. 
That’s why Martha called him the Christ, the Messiah. He was the 
one God chose to save us from death and separation, just like he did 
for Lazarus. 

Prayer: Thank God that we can be raised from the dead like Lazarus. 
Thank him that he wants us to have eternal life in him, and for the 
blessings he gives. Have everyone say one blessing God has given them 
(salvation, family, good food, friends, etc.).  

Activity: Laza-Race- Break into teams of 2 or 3. Each team gets 2 or 3 
rolls of toilet paper. Pick one teammate to be Lazarus. Race to wrap 
Lazarus head-to-toe in grave clothes (toilet paper). First team to finish gets 
to pick what’s for dinner! 



Walking Through Holy Week 

Tuesday: The Gift of Love 

Yesterday we read about how Jesus raised a man from the dead. What was his 
name? Lazarus. Jesus told Lazarus’ sister “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me, though he dies, yet shall he live.” Jesus was trying to 
show them that he could offer them something more than just power and 
freedom from bad leaders. He wants to give his people eternal life with God, 
who gives us every good blessing! Sadly most of the people who were with 
Jesus still didn’t get it! Even his closest disciples were confused. They still 
thought he was going to raise an army to fight against Rome. But today we’re 
going to read about a woman who did understand what Jesus said. 

Before you read the story with your kids, bring out any perfume, cologne, or other 
good smelling items you have in the house. Ask your kids which is their favorite. 

Sometimes we wear these things because they smell so good. Sometimes our 
bodies don’t smell so good without them. Sometimes when you’re out playing 
in the yard or when I go to the gym to work out, we sweat and get dirty. It 
makes us stinky! But back in Jesus’ time, they got stinky a lot more often than 
we do! They had to walk everywhere they went, and it was always hot. Plus the 
roads they walked on were usually made out of dirt, so they were always dirty 
at the end of the day. So whenever you went over to someone’s house for 
dinner, you were supposed to wash your feet before you sat down for dinner. 
Some people would even provide a little perfume to wear to help cover up the 
stink, but perfume was very expensive back then. Most people couldn’t afford 
it, and the ones that did only offered you a little bit. Give your child a little spritz 

of their favorite scent.  

In Matthew 26, there’s a story of a 
woman who understood what Jesus 
had been saying, and she wanted to 
give him the greatest gift she could. 
Help your kids find Matthew 26:6 in 
their Bible. If your children are old 
enough, have them read verses 6-13. 
If they’re younger, read or paraphrase 
the story for them.  



Why do you think the disciples were upset that this woman had poured her 
expensive perfume over Jesus? They knew Jesus liked to help people in need, 
and they thought it would be a better gift for her to sell her perfume and give 
the money to Jesus to give away. That sounds like a good thing, right? 

But Jesus knew she understood what he was going to do. She knew that the gift 
Jesus was going to give her was the most important gift anyone could ever give. 
He was going to give up his life so she could have eternal life with God! That’s 
something you would only do for someone you loved a lot, only for people in 
your family! Romans 5:8 says, “God shows his love for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.” This woman understood that Jesus was going 
to do something for her that almost no one else would. She wanted to do 
something to show Jesus that she loved him too. She shared something 
precious, something important to show him her love.  

Jesus’ gift to you and me, dying on the cross so we can be with God, is an 
amazing gift. If you tried to buy that gift from a store, you couldn’t pay enough 
money for it. Jesus gave up his whole life! But he did it because that’s how 
much he loves us.   

Prayer: Thank God that he loves us so much. Thank him for the wonderful gift he 
gave us when he died on the cross for us. 

Activity: Sharing the Love- Work with your kids to give a gift to someone they love 
very much (grandparent, teacher, best friend, etc.). Remind them that we can share 
the love Jesus gives us by loving others around us. 



Walking Through Holy Week 

Wednesday: The Obedient Image 

Yesterday we talked about how one woman showed her thankfulness and love 
for the gift Jesus was going to give us when he died on the cross. But did 
everyone understand what Jesus was telling them? No! What did his disciples 
think he was going to do? Lead an army against Rome as King of Israel. Do you 
think that’s something Jesus could have done if he wanted? I think Jesus 
would probably be very good at leading an army in battle. He is God, so he 
could use his power to make his army win every battle! But that’s not what 
Jesus wanted to do. That was too small compared to what God wanted Jesus to 
do. He wanted to win a battle that was much more important. He wanted to 
defeat all evil and sin so that we could be with God for eternity.  

The problem was that, to win that battle, Jesus was going to have to die on a 
cross. On Friday we’re going to read about how Jesus’ friends abandoned him, 
he was beaten and made fun of by the Roman guards, and then he was killed. 
It was a terrible night! Why would Jesus want to do that? If Jesus is God, why 
wouldn’t he just snap his fingers and use his power to solve the problem? 
Today we’re going to read a story that helps us understand why Jesus was 
willing to do something so hard, to die on a cross for us. 

A few days before he died, Jesus’ enemies were looking for a reason to arrest 
him. They wanted to charge him with a crime, even though he had done 
nothing wrong, so the Romans would get rid of him for them. So one day they 
asked Jesus if he paid money to the Roman government, called taxes. This is 
something that everyone was supposed to do; it was a crime to not pay your 
taxes. But it made all the Israelites upset because the Roman government and 
their leader, Caesar, was treating them badly. Jesus’ enemies hoped they could 
trick him with this question. But listen to what he said. Read Luke 20:24-26. 
Explain that a denarius was a coin that was worth as much as someone could earn 
working for one day. 

Jesus was a smart man. He could tell they wanted to trick him, but he was able 
to answer their question without breaking the law or upsetting the Israelites. 
Why did he say it was right to pay taxes to Caesar? Because his face was on the 
coin. Jesus was saying that Caesar and his government made the money, so 



they were in charge of the money. (Talk with older kids about Romans 13, which 
tells us that we should obey the governments in charge because God has allowed 
them to have authority over us.) But Jesus doesn’t stop by saying that we should 
give Caesar the things he’s in charge of. What did he say after that? He said we 
should give to God the things that are God’s! Can you think of anything that is 
made in God’s image the way the coins had Caesar’s image? 

Listen to what Genesis 1:26 says. “Then 
God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness.’” We are made in God’s 
image! So if we should give money with 
Caesar’s image on it to Caesar, who should 
we give ourselves to, since we are made in 
God’s image? God, of course! We obey his 
commands because we are his image! And 
that’s why Jesus was willing to die on the 
cross even though it was going to be awful. 
He knew that he was God’s image on earth, 

and he wanted to give his body to God’s use. He wanted to show us what it 
meant to belong to God. He trusted that, even though it would be hard, God 
was going to bless other people through his obedience. That’s what we want to 
do too. 

Prayer: Ask God to remind you that you belong to him. Ask God to help your 
family obey like Jesus did. 

Activity: Mirror Mimic- Have your kids make silly faces into a mirror. Point out that 
the face in the mirror always does exactly what they do. Then play a game where 
your kids try to mimic silly faces that you make. Then give them the chance to 
make you mimic their face, but don’t obey every time. Make different silly faces. 
Talk about how it would be frustrating if your face didn’t do what you told it to. 
God wants us to obey him so that everyone else can see his goodness and his love. 
That’s what Jesus did. 



Walking Through Holy Week 

Thursday: Monday on Thursday? 

Today is a special day we call Maundy Thursday. ‘Maundy’ is a weird 
word because it’s not really from the English language. It’s a mix of 
English and French based on a Latin word that means 
“commandment.” What is a commandment? When someone tells you 
something you have to do. We use the word Maundy because on this 
day, the day before Jesus was arrested, he gave his disciples a new 
commandment. Let’s read John 13:34-35.  

Does that really sound like a new command? No! Loving each other 
has been important since the beginning! In fact there’s a verse near 
the beginning of the Bible, Leviticus 19:18, where God commanded 
his people “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” He wanted 
them to treat their neighbors fairly; he wanted them to be honest and 
do the right thing. So what’s different about Jesus’ commandment 
here? Why is it new?  



Jesus wanted his disciples to do more than just not lie and cheat other 
people. Jesus wanted them to serve others and give up their own 
desires so that others could have theirs. Tonight at church we’re going 
to hear about how Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and why that was 
such a big deal. And all weekend long we’re going to be learning again 
about how Jesus gave himself up completely to serve us. This new 
commandment means he wants us to be willing to completely give up 
what we want to serve God and others just like he did. That’s hard, 
but we can follow him because he did it for us first. 

Prayer: Ask God to fill us with love for others like Jesus had. Ask him to 
give us humility to put others first, and wisdom to know how to serve 
others well. 

Activity: Attend the Maundy Thursday service at 6:30 in the Fellowship 
Hall. As Pastor Randy preaches, have your child draw a picture of what 
they think it looked like when Jesus washed his disciples feet. Whenever 
they hear Pastor Randy say “Maundy Thursday” or talk about Jesus 
showing the disciples love, bump your heels with them (like a fist bump).   



Walking Through Holy Week 

Friday: Really Good 

Last night we had our Maundy Thursday service at church. What does 
Maundy mean? “Commandment.” What was the new commandment that Jesus 
gave us? To love each other like he loves us, always putting others before ourselves 
even when it’s hard for us. Today is another day with a weird name. Today is the 
day Jesus was arrested. He was put through an unfair trial where the judges 
had decided he was guilty before the trial even started. This was doubly unfair 
because he was absolutely innocent! Today he was beaten and made fun of by 
the people who arrested him. The spat on him. They took away his clothes. 
They treated him horribly! And finally, after all this, they nailed him to a cross 
and killed Jesus. But now we call this day “Good Friday.” 

Can you think of why we would call this day Good? What was good about how 
Jesus was treated? He had done nothing wrong. He had only obeyed God. He 
had loved and served everyone he met. It was completely unfair.  

This day can only be called 
Good because it was part of 
God’s plan. When Jesus was 
arrested, God’s plan wasn’t 
messed up. He knew what would 
happen. He knew Jesus would 
be beaten and murdered. But it 
had to happen that way. 
Because God is good, he always 
punishes people who do wrong. 
God hates evil. He sees how we 
hurt one another, and it breaks 
his heart. But God also knew 
that if he punished us like we deserve, we would never be able to be with him. 
So he decided Jesus would take our punishment for us. Jesus died so that we 
wouldn’t have to. It's like he traded our guilt for his innocence. Hebrews 10:14 
says, “By a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
sanctified.” When Jesus died, he did it to take the punishment for every sin 
that you and I have committed or ever will. He was punished, and we’re called 
perfect! 



So that’s why it’s Good Friday. It was a terrible thing that happened to Jesus. 
It was ugly, unfair, and painful, but he did it for us. He did it so we won’t have 
to. That is good. Tonight we’re going to pray together, thanking God for his 
sacrifice. We’re going to ask forgiveness for not loving him the way he loves us. 
We’re going to praise him because he always does the right thing. It’s a very 
important night. It’s a very quiet and serious night. Tonight we will remember 
the terrible way Jesus was treated, but we will remember that he did it for us. 
He did it because he loved us. He chose to give up his peace and safety so we 
could have ours. 

Prayer: Thank God that his plans never fail. Thank him for being willing to suffer 
through pain and death so that we can have life.  

Activity: Use the provided materials to complete the “Jesus’ Hand/My Hand” craft 
with your child. Instructions are included. Thank God for having Jesus pay the price 
for your sins. 



Walking Through Holy Week 

Saturday: What Was This All About? 

Last night was Good Friday, the day Jesus was arrested and put to death. It 
was a terrible night for Jesus. But it was also a bad night for the disciples who 
had been with him all this time! Their leader, their friend, the one they thought 
was God’s chosen savior, he had been killed. Now they were alone and 
confused. Had they been wrong about who Jesus was? Were the things he had 
said about God wrong? These questions were rolling around in their heads all 
day on Saturday. Plus they were afraid because they knew Jesus’ enemies 
might come after them next. They all ran to a friends house and locked 
themselves in a room upstairs so they could talk together and stay safe. They 
needed to figure out what this had all been about. Let’s watch this short video 
together, and it will help us understand what was going on. 
(www.libertypark.org/holy-week) 

Jesus had tried to show the disciples all his life that he was bringing the 
Kingdom of God to earth. The Kingdom of God was the perfect place God had 
originally created Earth to be. There was no sickness in God’s Kingdom, so 
Jesus healed the sick. There was no hunger or need in God’s Kingdom, so Jesus 
fed the hungry and gave to the poor. But most of all there was no sin and pain 
in God’s Kingdom, so Jesus decided to take all that on himself. On the cross he 
took the guilt of all our sin. He was rejected by God so that all that sin could be 
punished. It had to be done, and only Jesus could do it in our place.  

The disciples didn’t understand all this yet. They were lost and confused. But 
we know what happened the next day. Tomorrow is Easter Sunday. That’s the 
day we celebrate when God raised Jesus from the dead. It’s a day of joy for us 
because that’s how we know Jesus’ plan didn’t fail. God’s Kingdom is coming 
for sure. We know that sin and death have lost the war. And one day God 
promises that he will finally kick all of that mess out of his creation. We can 
read about how that will be in the last book of the Bible, Revelation. Read 
Revelation 21:1-4. 

Doesn’t that sound amazing? God is going to restore creation to how it was 
before sin messed everything up, and he wants us to be there with him! In the 
next verse he says, “Behold, I am making all things new.” We will be with him, 
and we will never be separated from again! Isn’t that amazing? That’s what 

http://www.libertypark.org/holy-week


we’re hoping for now that Jesus is raised from the dead. That’s what we look 
forward to. But the disciples had to wait without knowing that. Saturday was a 
long day for them, because they didn’t have that hope. So today, we’ll wait 
with them.  

Tomorrow we’ll celebrate! 

Prayer: Thank God for the hope we have of his Kingdom coming. Thank him for 
winning the battle over sin for us. 

Activity: Take tonight to relax with your family. Turn off your phones and 
computers. Watch a movie. Play a board game together. We can rest because we 
have hope for what comes tomorrow! 


